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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Claims 1 and 4 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 1 
and 4 both recite a "rolled" rib portion, however it is not made clear what a "rolled" 
rib is. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent No. 4,881,553 to Grossman. 

The patent to Grossman discloses a sleeve comprising a one-piece body (2) 
defining an enclosure, the one-piece body having an open bottom and a closed top. A 
ribbed portion (6) disposed around and defining the open bottom and a reinforced 
portion defining the closed top. Col. 1, lines 34-43, discloses that the sleeve is a latex 
sheath having reinforcing elastic mesh embedded in the walls. The reinforcing mesh 
may be provided only in the upper half or upper one third end of the sheath. The 
upper end is with reference to the closed end of the sheath, as recited in claims 1-3. 
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Grossman does not disclose the rib portion (6) as being formed by rolling, however, 
the method of forming the device is not germane to the issue of patentability of the 
device itself Therefore, this limitation has not been given patentable weight. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

US. 3,574,312 to Miller, 

The patent to Miller discloses, fig. 4, a pipe (30) serving as a conduit, and 
having an open end. A one-piece body (2) is formed of a material of relatively 
high flexibility and elasticity defining an enclosure having an open bottom and 
closed top. A ribbed portion (10) disposed around and defining the open 
bottom and a reinforced portion (28) defining the closed top. The sleeve (2) is 
removably disposed on the open end in order to seal the open end, thereby 
preventing leakage of hydraulic fluid from the open end and the ingress of 
debris into the open end, as recited in claims 1, 2, 4 and 5. Col. 1, lines 65 and 
66, as well as col. 3, lines 17-19 disclose that an object of the invention is to 
provide a closure that forms a secure seal with the threads and other surfaces 
that define openings. Miller does not disclose the rib portion (6) as being 
formed by rolling, however, the method of forming the device is not germane 
to the issue of patentability of the device itself. Therefore, this limitation has 
not been given patentable weight. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 3 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Miller in view of GB reference No. 2,238,303 to Hwang. 

The patent to Miller discloses the closure as being formed from a material of 
relatively high flexibility and elasticity, but does not disclose the material as 
being latex. The patent to Hwang discloses a closure (21) for a fluid container 
(4). Hwang disclose that the lid formed of latex can effectively seal the 
opening. It is flexible and stretchable so that a latex lid with a certain 
dimension can be used for different sizes of cups. It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
substitute for the material of the closure of Miller, a latex material, as taught by 
Hwang, wherein it is shown that latex provides the elasticity and flexibility to 
allow it to conform to openings of different sizes in order to seal them. Latex 
material is shown to be an alternative material achieving the same function as 
the material utilized by Miller. 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patents to Kopelowicz '950 and '249, McEwen, Schroeder, 
and Bowman are all pertinent to Applicant's invention in disclosing sheaths having 
similar structure to that of the present invention. The patents to Hetzer et al., 
Ferguson, Gregory, Gray, Jr., Damsel, Ryan et al., Nixon, and Foster et al. are also 
pertinent to Applicant's invention in disclosing pipe closures. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Patrick F. Brinson whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-0111. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Y. Mar can be reached on (703) 308-2087. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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P. F. Brinson 
May 14, 2004 



